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force and power of the laſt words of dying men, | and'ſuch the great charity of 
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entefice ( ſuppoſing their words evaſive and 
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As to the firſt, Though ME. Langhorn bas ſaid it, no-perſon wil lhclicve him, 


though in the Speech of a dying man. That he was only charg'd vattfCrimes,! 
\.  «(thoughthey were moſt evidently prov'd againſt him )* which-Hadno other 
=> ground or foundation, but from the venom and malice of his'Accuſers, and 
vo they no other Reaſon for this ſogreat malice, than that he Was a.profeſlor of 
the Roman Catholick, Religion, it Cig S243 ANG HHLOTOM 
Firſt, It cannot appear rational, that their.malice,. as he pleaſes to,miſcal it, 
ſhould be level'd particularly againſt him, either as to his Perſon or Religion, 
being a Roman Catholick,(ince thoſe of that Religion haveall alorigbeer/moſlt 
tenderly and mercifully dealt withal by, the ſuperionr Magiſtrates, ſa.long as 
they hv'd peaceably and'quietly under Government, ”anid didnot defign and 
a& Treaſon againlt the Prince, or Deſtruction to the People, and: Subverſion 
of the Government. Nor was there after the Ga»powder-Treaſon, any Roman 
Catholick proſecuted purely for. his Religion nay, thoſe who did incur the 
Penal Statutes, as they were Prieſts, were yet more favourably us'd than per- 
haps they merited in theruſehves..' So that-to offer ſach a'criminal Charge and 
proſecution, either againſt Mr, Laghorn, or any perſon elſe, and at the ſame 
time really falſe, from a difference in Religion only, is no. practice amongſt 
Proteſtants, nor ever was, but is KEE ne, know to be allowed; encoura- 
ged, and commanded, in the Principles and Praftices of the Papiſts, againſt 
all ( and with the extreameſt ſeverities ) who are of a different opinion from 
_ the Roman Church. 3:2 Fl 
Of this, in Queen Marjes Reign, we have voluminous Inſtances, of- their 
bloody Cruelties againſt Proteſtants, not for Treaſon againſt the Prince, nor 
for endeavouring the Subverſion of Government, but only for being Prote- 
' ſtants and not Papiſts. | 248 | 
Secondly, It js no wonder if he charges his Accuſers with malice; and that 
with ſo.much confidence and untruth; for now he proceeds to. as bighRe.. 
flections againſt his Governours, That he was offer'd,by themnot only aPar- 
don to his Life, but Promotions, and all worldly Advantages,would_ he have 
deſerted his Religion, and acknowledged thoſe Crimes to be true be ſtood : 


charg d withal, and charge them upon others, who by his inference muſt be 
ſuppoſed innocent. 
That 
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Lawyers phraſe, that had it been,as. his laſt Speech, his laſt Will and Teſtament, 
it could not have been with more care and regard to his true ſence and mean- 
ing, transfer'd to Poſterity. This may- ſeem a very prevalent and tempting , 
| Argument, to believe, that as he particularly ſtudied by his expreiſions ro be 
Rl 1 rightly underſtood, ſo he did at the ſame time ſpeak the naked truth from the 
FI bottom of his Soul, without any fallacy or colluſion whatſoever. 
\ That he did not ſo, the proof in Court ſo evident againſt him, is a moſt 
} convincing Argument. : 

The next Quere tobe anſwered, is, How he, or any perſon or perſons can 
expe to be ſaved, when at the inſtant of death, they do fo obſtinately deny 
the truth of what in their Conſciences they are convinced 1s ſo, and not only 
this, but to imprecate eternal puniſhment upon their departing Souls, if they 
have not faithfully and fincerely diſcharged themſelves of the truth to theit 
utmoſt knowledge. ; is | 

The Reaſons why they do ſo peremptorily deny all Treaſons, Murders, or 
whatever may be, or is poſitively and direGly prov'd againſt them, 1s, in that 
they receive their Abſolution upon ſuch terms, that they are obliged to die 
not only concealing them, but utterly denying 3 otherwiſe they not only 
forfeit the whole benefit of their Abſolution, but are ipſo faFo excluded the 
Pale of the Church, and, as Renegadoes, all future hopes of Salvation- It 
has been publickly reported by a perſon concerned 1n the Murder of Sir E4- 
eondbury Godfrey, that could he in Priſon have procured an opportunity for a 
Prieſt to come to him, and to have abſolv'd him, he would never have ac- 
knowledg'd, what he has {ince publickly confeſt before Authority, though 
he had been courted, and offer'd a greater temptation, than Mr. ZN 
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